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The short carriers should be replaced by preceding tengwar as appropriate. 
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There are two ways of marking vowels, shown in red and purple respectively (I hope it works 
for the color-blind! In each case the second alternative is also enclosed in a dashed border). 
The first one treats short a as inherent in the tengwa, which is not only similar to the way 
Devanāgarī works but also according to Appendix E an alternative actually used for writing 
Quenya. Its major drawback is that when writing Sanskrit one has to use the underdot 
(corresponding to virāma/halant) a lot, as there are no conjuncts in Tengwar. The way the 
third varga (the retroflex consonants) are written makes it necessary to make a distinction 
between the reverse hook for retroflexion, e.g. y1Å vaṭa, and the ordinary hook for following 
s, i.e. y1+ vatsa. The two hooks may even be combined as in 1ÅÇṭs, although that will never 
be needed when writing Sanskrit. Other possible shapes for the bow of tengwar for 
retroflex sounds, not currently available in fonts are shown to the right on ṭa.   
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